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Neela Hummel, CFP®

Co-Chief Executive Officer
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neela@abacuswealth.com  |  abacuswealth.comCONTACT

 

Neela is co-CEO of Abacus Wealth 
Partners based in Santa Monica, CA. 
Starting as an unpaid intern in 2009, 
Neela has helped grow a values-aligned 
firm that supports gender equity through 
flexible policies, career path creation, 

and leadership transparency. As a consequence, half of the advisors 
at Abacus are women, in an industry where ~20% is the norm. 

As a fierce nerd and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER®, she can 
spreadsheet with the best of them.  As a mom of three tiny humans, 
she can juggle and delegate, all while covered in ketchup. 

She is an industry speaker, author, subject matter expert, and co-
host of the If Money Were Easy podcast. Neela is also a graduate of 
UC Berkeley.

Neela aims to make financial planning more impactful and accessible 
(less jargon, more mom jokes), all while using business as a force 
for good. She believes money is a powerful force that can empower 
individuals as well as influence corporate responsibility.

Awarded Los Angeles Business Journal’s 
Women of Influence: Finance 2024

Named as Investment News’ 40 Under 
40 for financial advisors in 2016

@neelahummelCFP

https://www.linkedin.com/in/neela-hummel-cfp%C2%AE-256a2125/
http://abacuswealth.com
https://www.instagram.com/neelahummelcfp/
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The Future is Female:  
Financially Strong Women 

	» Why women should care about money: a statistical walk through the 
gender gap.

	» How to earn smarter (and more).
	» Align your spending with what makes you happy.
	» How to be an investor.

Get Your Financial $hit Together:  
A Comprehensive Financial Planning Primer

	» Identifying the power of money.
	» Know where you stand financially.
	» Budgeting and spending according to your values.
	» Create a savings strategy you can stick with.
	» Invest for your future in a very non-Wall street way.

Top 5 Questions Women Investors Have
	» What do I need to know about my portfolio?
	» Is this time different?
	» Volatility - is this the name of the game?
	» Where can I keep my money so it’s safe?
	» Will I have enough?
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Women are not a Niche: Why You Can’t Afford 
to “Paint it Pink” in Your Business 

	» The wealth transfer currently underway from men to women.
	» Who is in this mythical group of “women investors”?
	» What women want from their advisors.
	» How everyone can win by embracing a more diverse profession.

1+1=3, The Benefits of Co-Leadership
	» The journey to co-leadership
	» How Co-CEO’s manage the running of a business
	» Why Co’s is the way to go

Why Values are Good for Business
	» People care where they work.
	» Clients care where they spend their money.
	» The danger of Greenwashing or being everything to everyone.
	» Leaving the world a better place is more fun.
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Previous Speaking Appearances
	» Financial Planning for People Under 50 

Jan. 2025 | 89.3 LAist/KPCC (Southern CA Public Radio)

	» The Changing Responsibilities of C-Suite Executives 
Mar. 2023 | Barron’s

	» From Intern to CEO: Building a Financial Planning Career 
that is Authentically You 
Aug. 2022  |  FPA NexGen Gathering

	» Top 5 Questions Women Investors Are Asking Now 
Jun. 2020 | Abacus Webinar (Panelist)

	» Women & Money 
Nov. 2019 | Metal International

	» Budgeting for Women 
Jul. 2019 | Better Business 

	» Get Your Financial $hit Together (Financial Strength) 
Nov. 2018 | Better Business 

	» The Four Elements of Finance 
Jul. 2018 | The Riveter Co-Working Space

	» Financially Strong Women 
Apr. 2018 | The Guilde

	» Raise Your Voice 
Mar. 2018 | Abacus Women’s Initiative Event (Host)

	» Creating a Women’s Initiative at Your Firm 
March 2018 | Invest in Women Conference

	» Getting Financially Organized 
Sept. 2014 | WeWork

	» Financial Basics 
Sept. 2012 | Victims of Domestic Violence
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https://www.metal.international/
https://www.bywayof.us/
https://www.bywayof.us/
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Featured In
	» Barron’s  

Jan. 2025 | This RIA Handed Leadership to the Next Generation. 
Here’s What Happened.

	» If Money Were Easy Podcast 
2023 | Co-Host, Abacus Wealth Partners

	» Barron’s Advisor Podcast 
Nov. 2023 | Hiring Women and Advising Female Clients

	» RIA Edge Podcast 
Feb. 2022 | On Building a $4.4B RIA

	» Women and Wealth: Building Trust Through Connections 
Apr. 2021 | Dimensional Fund Advisors Video

	» Your Money (Sirius FM) 
Feb. 2020 | Speaking Guest for Host: Kent Smetters

	» Workable Wealth Podcast 
Sept. 2019 | Understanding Breadwinning Women
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Author
	» FinancialPlanning.com  

Nov. 2024 | Wealth Think Top 3 Things Young Advisors Get 
Wrong about RIA Equity
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https://www.mic.com/articles/168050/3-popular-pieces-of-money-advice-that-are-actually-just-myths
https://www.barrons.com/advisor/articles/abacus-wealth-partners-leadership-transition-fce1f7b7?refsec=next-generation-advisors&mod=topics_next-generation-advisors
https://www.barrons.com/advisor/articles/abacus-wealth-partners-leadership-transition-fce1f7b7?refsec=next-generation-advisors&mod=topics_next-generation-advisors
https://abacuswealth.com/podcast/if-money-were-easy/
https://www.barrons.com/podcasts/barrons-advisor/neela-hummel-on-hiring-women-and-advising-female-clients/df939fd7-ff43-48e5-a3f1-e539934c5276?page=1&
https://www.wealthmanagement.com/ria-news/ria-edge-podcast-abacus-wealth-s-neela-hummel-strategically-building-44b-ria
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrwmBQbtuA8
https://shows.acast.com/wbr-guest/episodes/neela-hummel-on-your-money
https://workablewealth.com/podcast/episode-93-understanding-breadwinning-women-with-neela-hummel/
https://www.financialplanningassociation.org/article/journal/OCT19-lay-foundation-next-generation-ownership
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/02/06/should-you-buy-tesla-stock-yes-if-its-part-of-a-diversified-portfolio.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/rogerma/2016/07/12/are-you-really-just-throwing-your-money-away-when-you-rent/#47a086bc1014
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-college/articles/2015/05/20/learn-how-to-transfer-parent-plus-loans-to-a-child
https://www.fa-mag.com/news/the-fatal-flaw-in-advisory-firms--women-s-initiatives-38494.html
https://www.menshealth.com/guy-wisdom/baby-expenses
https://www.infomoney.com.br/mercados/a-tesla-depois-de-disparar-na-bolsa-oportunidade-da-decada-ou-bolha/
http://www.investmentnews.com/article/20170506/FREE/170509961/forget-bingo-more-americans-are-working-part-time-in-retirement
https://www.financial-planning.com/opinion/what-young-financial-advisors-get-wrong-about-the-ria-equity
https://www.financial-planning.com/opinion/what-young-financial-advisors-get-wrong-about-the-ria-equity

